
           
 

For nearly 50 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development has been supporting low-income communities as they address 

root causes of poverty through community organizing and economic development. The belief that those who are directly affected by 

unjust systems and structures are best equipped to change them is central to our mission. CCHD works to break the cycle of poverty 

by awarding grants, educating about root causes of poverty, and building bridges of solidarity in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.  CCHD is 

able to do all this due to the generous donations from Catholics in our own Archdioceses as well as across the entire country. 

The collection is taken up the weekend prior to Thanksgiving, but can be moved to any weekend to accommodate your parish 

schedule.  Each year on weekends leading up to the Collection Weekend, speakers from CCHD funded groups and volunteer 

committees visit parishes to share stories of hope and community transformation. Welcoming a speaker to mass on one of these 

weekends is the best way to inspire parishioners and encourage generous participation in the collection.  The money raised during this 

weekend enables us to fund organizations working hard to transform our community into a more just society. 

We ask you to prayerfully consider supporting the CCHD collection this year.  The form below should be filled out and turned in no later 

than the first week in September.  This ensures our ability to have a speaker for all the parishes willing.   

__________My parish would love to participate in the annual CCHD collection and have a guest speaker from one of the CCHD funded 

organizations the weekend of the collection. 

__________My parish would love to participate in the collection and have a CCHD representative or a person in the parish willing to 

speak on behalf of CCHD. 

_________My parish can’t commit to having a speaker but is willing to make an announcement at the end of each mass encouraging 

participation and will happily support the collection by advertising. 

_________ My parish commits to advertising the CCHD collection in our bulletin and other marketing avenues leading up to the 

collection (all advertisements will be given by the CCHD diocesan director). 

_________ Other please specify how your parish would like to be involved 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Best contact person in your parish for CCHD correspondences 

Name______________________________________ Contact Info____________________________ 

 

We look forward to partnering with your parish to Carry out the mission of Jesus Christ “…to bring good news to the poor…release to 

the captives…sight to the blind, and let the oppressed go free.” (Luke 4:18) 

 

Please direct any questions and submit forms to: 

Erin Hopfinger, Manager of Community Engagement and CCHD Diocesan Director-Catholic Charities  

Ehopfinger@gmail.com   314-256-5953 314-289-8037 (fax) 
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Opportunities for Action 

 

1. Stay connected with and/or build relationships with a CCHD-funded project in the diocese. See the handout for a list of 

funded organizations  

2. Learn about poverty in the US by checking out povertyusa.org, the domestic anti-poverty program of the US Catholic 

Bishops. 

3. Become involved in the diocese’s CCHD work (often implemented by a committee of volunteers) help by promoting 

collection and CCHD, seeking out grant recipients, reviewing grants, and raising awareness around poverty, the need for 

social justice and how Catholic’s are called by faith to respond. Contact Erin Hopfinger for more information at 

ehopfinger@ccstl.org 

4. Use materials from the CCHD Resources for ongoing study within your parish. Visit www.usccb.org/cchd for more 

information. 

5. Promote and support the annual CCHD collection in your parish. The CCHD Collection is take place the weekend prior to 

Thanksgiving. Remember to utilize the free promotional resources provided to your parish 

http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/collection-resources.cfm or contact Erin 

Hopfinger at ehopfinger@ccstl.org for more information. 

6. Ask to have a CCHD speaker at your church, youth group or school.   

 

2019-2020 Grantees 

 

Local CCHD Grantees 
Inter-faith Committee on Latin America (IFCLA)  

The mission of IFCLA is to accompany the people of Latin America in their struggles for human rights and social justice and to educate 

and advocate in the US.  IFCLA has requested CCHD funds to expand their education programs regarding migration justice, train 

community members, and engage in advocacy.  They emphasize developing community leaders equipped to advocate for legislative 

and policy solutions locally and federally. 

Contact: Sara John (sara@ifcla.net)  website: https://stl-ifcla.org/ 

 

LinkStL 

LinkSTL is working to connect residents of the Hyde Park community, a zip code in which more than 50% of all residents live in 

poverty, to their neighborhood through collaboration, advocacy, engagement, evaluation, and fun. Link STL has been funded by CCHD 

the last few years and continues to show progress in engaging young people in advocating for change within in their community.  As 

the project has become established over the years, it has provided a space for youth to connect with one another and to have a voice 

in their community. CCHD funds for this project will provide for a youth to be hired as a Youth Organizer.  This Youth Organizer will be 

trained, along with other youth council members, in leadership so that they may be successful in recruiting other youth as members on 

the council.  The youth will build relationships with key stakeholders to gather information about the changes they want to see in their 

community.  They will advocate both at a local and state level where they will meet with legislators in the state Capitol. 

Contact: Kimyatta Smith (kimyattas@linkstlouis.org)  website: www.linksaintlouis.org 
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Missourians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (MADP) 

MADP is a state-wide organization that is working to repeal the death penalty by educating citizens and legislators regarding the costs 

and consequences of capital punishment.  They believe the work of abolition is essential for addressing racial injustice and honoring 

the dignity of all life.  CCHD funds will be used to work toward the adoption and implementation of just policies that rectify historic 

patterns of discrimination in the criminal justice system in St. Louis County.  The project aims to accomplish this by regularly meeting 

with the prosecutor’s office to develop policies which end capital prosecutions and address historic wrongs in convictions.  Lastly, 

MADP will bring attention to historic lynching practices in St. Louis County and the continuing cycle which devalues the lives of the poor 

and persons of color by setting up a Community Remembrance Project.   

Contact: Elyse Max (elyse.max@gmail.com)  website: www.madpmo.org    

 

Our Lady of Holy Cross Senior Resource Center 

SAVE Foundation exists to empower people to build communities and resolve conflicts.  SAVE teaches social and emotional education 

through virtue literacy and restorative practices.  SAVE grew from a program of Holy Trinity School in St. Ann.   SAVE has received 

several years of local funding.  The CCHD funding has enabled staff to receive professional development in restorative practices 

through the International Institute for Restorative Practices.  SAVE received a technical assistance grant from CCHD this year in order 

to help build capacity and financial stability as an organization.  

Contact: Lynda Brand (olhc2@msn.com)  

 

National CCHD Grantees 

 

Social Action and Virtue Education Foundation (SAVE) 

SAVE Foundation exists to empower people to build communities and resolve conflicts.  SAVE teaches social and emotional education 

through virtue literacy and restorative practices.  SAVE grew from a program of Holy Trinity School in St. Ann.   SAVE has received 

several years of local funding.  The CCHD funding has enabled staff to receive professional development in restorative practices 

through the International Institute for Restorative Practices.  SAVE received a technical assistance grant from CCHD this year in order 

to help build capacity and financial stability as an organization.  

Contact: Beth Gutzler (savemystl@gmail.com)  website: www.catholicsave.org 

 

Metropolitan Congregations United 

MCU is an organization comprised of 47 faith communities of various denominations and five coalitions and has been in a relationship 

with CCHD for over a decade. The organization “puts faith into action by developing leaders who move their congregations, 

organizations, and communities to change public policy for the common good.” Ten of MCU’s 40 institutional members are Catholic 

parishes or communities of sisters; an additional 11 are not formal members but are MCU partners. 

MCU continues to successfully engage in their “Break the Pipeline” campaign which seeks to end of out-of-school suspensions, 

formalize agreements about school resource officer’s involvement in school discipline, and drive reform in the County Family Court, all 

efforts designed to end the criminalization of young black and brown children.  MCU is working to support legislation that requires 

teacher preparation for trauma informed, anti-bias, and culturally competent approaches to education.  Furthermore, MCU was active in 

promoting an increased minimum wage in Missouri and legislative reforms to improve transparency and ensure meaningful 

participation in the legislative process.  They also are exploring an affordable housing campaign in collaborative efforts with partner 

organizations. 

Contact: David Gerth (david@mcustl.com)  website: https://mcustlouis.org/ 
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